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COURSE BACKGROUND

• Academic skills are vital for students of various study programs

• Students often struggle with research skills (Erling & Richardson, 2010)

• Media and Communication Science (MCS) is an international research-oriented master’s program at TU Ilmenau

• MCS is a part of VEDIAS project (Vorbereitung und Erprobung digitaler, international ausgerichteter Studiengänge

mit Social Virtual Reality-Anwendung)

• Both regular and digital enrolment possible
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COURSE AIM

1. Refresh theoretical and methodological basics about communication science

2. Develop and improve academic skills

3. Prepare for own research projects and qualification theses (Master’s thesis)
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COURSE METHODS
• 7 online lectures 
• 7 online quizzes (Gamage et al., 2019)
• 6 written tasks
• 7 session feedbacks 

Academic skills: organize – search – read – ask – investigate – present – evaluate

Session 1 Organize Introduction to academic skills

Session 2 Search Managing scientific literature

Session 3 Read Evaluating scientific literature

Session 4 Ask Research topics and research problems

Session 5 Investigate Managing methodology and empirical data

Session 6 Present Oral presentations and written research reports

Session 7 Evaluate Summary and outlook (Döring & Bortz, 2016)
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COURSE METHODS
Online lecture Online quiz

Written taskSession feedback
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Introduction video

Online lecture

Online quiz

Written task

Session feedback
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COURSE RESULTS

• Overall, positive evaluation from students

• Most highly rated component: Learning quizzes

“This course really helped me, the quizzes and practical assignments made learning easier ”

“I really liked the course and it was fun and great way to refresh on the fundamentals of research, it’s 

vital for first semester students. I was also very pleased with the overall structure”

CONCLUSION

• Benefits for students: Independent work at individual pace

• Benefits for teachers: Flexible accommodation of varying numbers of students from different study programs
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION! 

Questions and feedback are always welcome 
veronika.mikhailova@tu-Ilmenau.de

mailto:veronika.mikhailova@tu-Ilmenau.de
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